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APPROACH AS

WA Design Gallery gels ils name from the Japanese ‘wa’, which
stands for the search for harmeny. The Parisian gallery brings
together Japanese, French, and American design that radiates
aesthetic purity across time periods and borders. Genres are
broken up here, trends are abandoned. Instead, opposites are
deliberately brought together to create a new space for dialogue.

. 2007 Wi Desigr: Gallery was fovnded by fricnds Christophe

Magnan and Philippe Rricallard. Magnan bas been an art col-

lector for mere than three decades and managed ta convey his

passion 1o his friend. In 2c1¥, design historian and connoisscur
of the aytworld Thibaut Varaillon joined the teany Their showroomis  sible and should instilin customersa desive tolive together with the
situated i the heart of the Mavsis 2n Paris, near the Place des Vosges,  works on display. In this way a true uadverss is created and the vlsion
where many important contomporary art galeries arc situated. The  of the three avt lovers completely comes :uto its own, For them, art
gallery; v is oply open on appointment, is actually an apartment  torms an important part of our daily life snd can change our resi-
where all picces, going from historical works to contemporsry crea-  dence. Art picces are not just objects, bur products that are created
tions, axc displared. It is 4 cosy Javiting place which radiates a warm,  with wuch care after a long vetlection process and connect with uz.
pure stavosphere. The laterior of the spaces s changed as often as pos-  We are bappy w show you how that ¥lsloa Is broughe wato ceality.

90 | IMATICASY



CELEBRATING OPPOSITES

The land of the rsing sun and the modern
west do show a number of similaritics re-
gardlng are The alm of the gallery s to prove
that Tapanese, French, and Americandesign
can be brought together 1o a logical way The
love for agymumetoy Js colebrated bese and the
lpertance of details, which allows manyin-
werpretadions, s fully praised. Fully in e
with Japencse phllosoply, the artlst's ceea-
tion and the work of'a craftsman arc consld-
ezed equal. Desgn does pot always have Lo be
complicated, on the conteaey. Suople forus
are pul in the apollight, juslas the quality
materials hat are wied and even display im-
perfections. With the gallery, the theee are
experls wanl ko Lranaler Ueir love fora sule
alance w el audience, ws wellas die ides
Ut arl can be sonething extraacdinery in
uur daily lives. They camgare il L amoment
st is frozen ln lime. Opposites are centeal
i Uheir designis: by finding e right balunce
Detween beauliful and funclional, artand
craf, years uf knowledge and innovation,
refinenent and ruslic elernents, they can of-
fer pieces wilh justthatlillle extr. WA Tikes
L enmpire ilsell 1o a kintsugi, someone in
Japniese cul lure whi fixes braken vezamics
with gold av silver lacquer. In the sime way,
the gallery brings lage her elements that ai
firstsight would agpear 1o he nppasites, in
nrder ta create: space for dialague.
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LOVE FOR AKARI

Tae connection between all wouks Is of the
unosl impus lance. Materials, lurms,
simplicity arve centeal und recelve o promi-
ncnt position to the gallery's visson. The
waps work Lazd o create s iew. In
the gallery, the Leam Leies Lo develop some-
thing new and folliw Ui

i
Lure feom the Jupasese-Americ
Ixarnu Noguehi., He desigried the T
and worked on the model I

anly sells early and viniage models ui
the Tamp and nrpanised i lange expusition
last year 1o cxlehrate the seventivth hirthday

h thes number af ey

weonding W thern,
ri is a concept, and nnt just a lamp. De
srud senlpruresare efortlessly canput
“h each other, sathat the ditferences
belween diverse forms of art fully dis
i iligns with the

“Iat Japanese design is relatively on-
linown in Trope is not perceived as
a ditficulty by the team. bot rather
s an interesting challenge, In the
gallery, they can discover the cre-
ative ntensity of [apancsc design
since 1900, and they always go on
the search for new pieces and dis-
cover rave, unknown works. Wa

considers it their mission to make
row discoverics. Buying those pleces
that no one knows and defending them
to the publicis very stimulating. Thevdo not
want to display only renowaed designers,
bur also, i line with Charlotee Perriand’s
vision, dlsplay objects and furalture that
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are nol even signed bul cadiste
he sanzestmps phere, Thetls
ke clear whal the three ex-
perts consider Lo be thels wsk.
Narnely, they wanl t share
their passion fur arl with oth-
ensand defend their vision. The

way i which ey discaver new
pieces and cunnect snd displey
thern is a challenge every lime,
Tt une Ural gives them much

satistaction.'Thisis dane with i
It of pleasure al important de

sign fairs such as o in Londin
where they won the

anit Prize’ in zaaz. Mare

aver, the gallery is very present
on sncial media and has buils o
close community thraughon!

also online, Their new wehsite,
which was launched in Septen
inly contributes to tht,
and they will also laumch 2 blog
very snan, where they will share
storics and historics with their
clients and followers. With ons
interesting article cach month,

they will be able to thave even more
of their knowiedge with the puslic,

DISTINCT COLLECTION

| and a black-painted metal structure, They
| axe carly models with the familizr ved logo
| ofthe sun and meoa The difference between
| the threc lics o the helght and dismeter of
| the pieces. Like those pieces, the rare Aka-
| 1t 125F also cimbodics the splelcof WAL Tt s
| oac of the Jargest models Noguchl desigued
wud Is presented here sbove 3 pioe
beneh by Ukl Watanabe, which
was made by Tendo Mokko, Ja-
pan’s leading furniture nuaker,
and a chair i bamboo atteib-
uted ke Hosei Yokota. "The chair
wasdesigned for the Takashima-
v departinent stores in Japan.
In Facl, the e nodel wasalso
ealiibited Sulon des Arls
Mevagers in 1957 fur the Japa-
e Towse designed by Charionle
Perriand and Sori Yanagi. With
s sinple istoric and Gnual

very rure and early Alari A cal
. Displayesd next 1 2 bamboo
armchair by Japaness masler fur
niture rmaker Ubunji Kodokora

tiun (rom during her fimst trip
1 Japam in g She even based
er wn hambao creation ar it
which che lnter exhibited during
fer f'nmlu:« Séléction, Iraclition.
n. Next inthe
cazir,we find a Tendo Moklkata-
hle with grey blue hottles hy the
Ruoclland couple. and & white bot-
“le by Georges Jowve, The Akari
25N has also heen given the per
“ect frame in the gallery, in froat
af Alexander Calder’s heautiful
1974 Sun Tapestry. The Jonage set
testines to the gallery’s love of beauts-
tul raaterials and their ideas around form

ang tion. Daisaku Cho's coffee tab.\ s
mrphc)l matches pertos

Weare hspp\' to show Fou a number or
ificent picces trom their collection.
those are Akari modcls. The
Akard 21N; 31N, and 65EN medels
arcall made in the onginal washi
<olour and have rims in bamboo

Finis
are George Nakashima's Conoid frec-edge
sota and Ubuwi Kidokora’s cantilever
armeheit I-ma!l It us not forger the
pcmctl\'\.u.ra!cd dinlag reom, which
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is 2 mico mix of Japanese, American, and
Freuch design. A large Minguren IT dining
table by George Nakashima in Awmerican
walnut dominates the space, We also find
here a sct of chairs by Izsmu Keomochi, an
Aleari 534, and an Akari 70EN, On a table
by Tendo Mokko is a unique mugby Anded
Borderie, while the fireplace accomumodates
a unigue Ruban lamp by Agoés Debizet, &
white bottle by George Touves and @ sculp-
turc by Lebmen. On the wallshines the "So”
paluting by avtist Michiko Itatanl.
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The artist’s
creation and the
work of a crafts-
man are consid-
ered to be equal

The love for art in general and Japanese,
French, and American design in partcular
imrmediately bocome clear in this gallery. Tae
team is happy to share their knowled ge and
idcasabout art with theiv audieace snd mao-
age to surprise them tite and time again.
The specific attention they pav to Isamu No-
ouchi’s Akavi works and the ways in which
they combine the different models with oth-
<& pleces Ls ipressive, 1o say the least. Their
voique vision will inspire manyand continue
to draw them to the gallery. € e e
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